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BOOK   vidual Ministers on issues of the future as distinguished from
Cabinet questions of the day.

The Prime Minister's reply to Chamberlain's defence was
patient but grave (February 5): "I think that, after all which has
passed, a conversation in the Cabinet, when an opportunity
offers, will be the best means of enabling you to estimate your
personal situation: the matter being one of common interest to
all our colleagues". He went on to say in effect that our un-
authorised campaigner was claiming unpredecented latitude as a
Minister, and that any Cabinet would be thrown into moral chaos
were Ministers of diametrically opposite opinions upon questions
of the future to exercise equal liberty in confuting each other.
"Differences may at any time be forced upon the members of a
Cabinet, but I should be deeply grieved if anything like a self-
sought cause of difference were now to cause any difficulties
among us." further by covenant with the Conservatives, Minis-
ters as a whole were pledged to do their best to carry the Seats
Bill, and to keep that pledge was a matter of honour.

XI
On constitutional grounds Gladstone's position was impreg-
nable and Chamberlain's untenable. He could not resign with-
out suffering extreme damage in Parliament at least. While a
Minister he could not keep up the Radical campaign with cease-
less force as he had designed. Plainly, he would have to suspend
public operations for a few weeks or a few months until the
Government fell; or until he could extricate himself from it in
some better way than now offered.
How was he to come off well? He solved the problem with
audacious but careful art by combining in the same letter
deferential acceptance of Gladstone's constitutional proposi-
tions with a Badical manifesto which if its publication were
forced by his expulsion from the Cabinet would have placed
him, instead of the Premier, in the impregnable position.
This astutely elaborated reply, worked out designedly at great
.length, was framed in concert with his ally and sent as express-
ing their joint view. Dilke says of Chamberlain: "He covered his